1782]               To Sir Horace Mann                 299

and would not have the style very incongruous; but I Lad
much rather you would bring them yourself. You promised
me a visit: the uninhabitable state of Nuneham makes it
impossible for me to come to you. Let us amuse ourselves
with pleasanter objects than politics: nothing is left of
England but the corpse, which, you see, is very carrion, for
the vultures prey on it. I can tell you much of what has
passed of late, but for the future am determined neither to
think on or concern myself with public affairs. My chief
business, if Lady Harcourt and you please, shall be to be
her printer and your commentator, and the more you both
, employ me, the better I shall be satisfied,

P.S. It is not probable that the ticket should reach
Mr. Wilmot before Saturday, but as I am to have some
archaeologists3 that day, I was forced to except it. I would
not haggle with Lady Harcourt, or should have wished to
fix the day, for I have been so invaded lately and had so
many quarrels, that I am forced to be rigorous about my
rules, and restrict the number to fowr as I have been
seriously abused for having made some exceptions.

2336.   To SIB HOBACE MANN.

Strawberry Hill, July 21, 1782.

YOTO letter of the 6th, which I received to-day, sets me
to writing, though I have no novelty to tell you since the
new arrangement of the administration, of which, I think,
I gave you a sketch in my last of the 9th. The most
material part to you is the addition of Lord Grantham as
Secretary of State. He is a sort of old acquaintance of
yours when he was at Vienna, and, I suppose, at Madrid;
though, I believe, you never met. He is a very agreeable,

3 Messrs. Grough and Nichols.benefit to my country from its success, you
